
1652-53] BRESSANTS RELATION, 1653 287

passage; the seventh, for the most Illustrious Signer
Governor, whom they call Onontio. [19 i.e., 21]
We might have required two others, to rebuild our
House and Church, and to erect four Crosses which
were at the four corners of our territory; but we
contented ourselves with those which they offered us
voluntarily. Three of the first Captains concluded
the ceremony with three gratuitous gifts, which they
made to exhort us to be always constant in loving
them. All these presents amounted to a hundred.

In return, we also made gifts to each of the eight
nations, to bind up again and to confirm the old
friendship; to exhort them to be always united and
at peace, both among themselves and with the
French, in order the better to resist their enemies; to
prevent the slanders which were current against the
faith and the Christians, whom they accused of every
disastrous accident; to console them for the loss of
some of theirs, killed by the enemies; and finally, to
assure them that the most Illustrious Signor Gov-
ernor, who was the Signor Chevalier de Montmagni,
and all the French, would forever forget that
murder,— for which they had, according to their
customs, made full satisfaction.

It is thus that they punish murders; and, when
presents are not forthcoming at the second or the
third time, wars are declared among the nations.


